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Hello. UK Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer has unveiled plans for a national digital ID scheme by
2029. The cards will be compulsory for anyone who wants to work, and could eventually
simplify access to government services. Yet while similar schemes exist elsewhere, opposition
in Britain has been fierce - | examine why below. We also look at claims TikTok's algorithm
recommended porn to children and learn about the "Al actor” sparking anger in Hollywood.

THE DOWNLOAD

Why digital ID cards are so divisive

The UK's digital ID card would prove a person's identity, age and immigration status. Credit: Getty

Former UK prime minister Sir Tony Blair faced intense opposition when he
legislated to introduce voluntary ID cards in 2005, and by 2011 the scheme had
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been scrapped amid concerns about privacy and cost.

Current UK leader Sir Keir Starmer says the conversation has "moved on"
since then and last week unveiled plans to bring in a compulsory app-based
ID system. However, a survey after his announcement showed that just 31% of
Britons are supportive of the proposal, and 45% are opposed. Meanwhile, more
than 2.7 million people have signed a petition against the introduction of the
IDs.

The strong emotions these systems stir up can seem confusing. While some
doubt Starmer's claim that the UK's ID will help tackle illegal immigration, the
idea it could eventually simplify access to government services such as

applying for a driving licence or seeing your tax records sounds compelling.

UK citizens already share a lot of personal data digitally via the country’s
National Health Service app and contactless mobile payments. And numerous
other countries have introduced ID card schemes without much fuss,
including most of the EU, Switzerland and India.

Yet there are genuine privacy concerns over schemes like the UK's, says Zach
Meyers from the Centre on Regulation in Europe think tank. One is that the
system could evolve into mass surveillance or be used to take away freedoms.
"Even if the current government would not use the system for harmful
purposes, it could make it much easier for future governments to do so," he
says.

A centralised digital ID system would also be a "compelling target" for
hackers, with a breach likely to have serious consequences. In 2017, Estonia
had to block 760,000 ID and e-residency cards after it discovered a security
flaw.

The UK government says its system will be secure, but Starmer risks
repeating the mistakes of his predecessors if he can't convince the public.

The download: Digital ID cards offer potentially significant benefits, but only if

the public buys in.
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TikTok recommends porn
to children, says report

Campaigners created fake child accounts
and activated safety settings but still
received sexually explicit search
suggestions.

Read more >

Japan faces Asahi beer
shortage after cyber-attack

Most of the Asahi Group's factories have
been at a standstill since Monday.

Here's why >

Woman guilty after world's
'biggest’ bitcoin seizure

A Chinese national has been convicted of
illegally acquiring and possessing
cryptocurrency worth $6.7bn in today's
prices.

Read more >

YouTube settles Trump
lawsuit over Capitol riot

Trump had claimed YouTube and other
tech platforms unfairly censored
conservative voices after the 2021 riot.

Here's why >

Snapchat to charge for
storing photos and videos

The policy has prompted a backlash from
users who have built up a large archive of
old posts.

Read more >
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT

Molly's death guides us, says tech boss

Bill Ready became CEO of Pinterest in 2022. Credit: Patrick T Fallon/ AFP via Getty Images.

Pinterest hit the headlines in 2017 when Molly Russell, a 14-year-old from
London, took her own life after viewing self-harm content on the social media
platform. A coroner later ruled the material she was exposed to contributed to
her death. Bill Ready, who became Pinterest's boss in 2022, told the BBC he
thought about Molly "every day" and learning the lessons of her death "quides
our work". Read about how he's trying to improve the platform .

SOMETHING ELSE
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Cybersecurity's burnout
problem

The industry is under intense pressure
amid a surge in attacks.

Read more

And finally...

An "Al actor”" named Tilly Norwood has been causing a stir after its creators
said the synthetic performer was in talks with talent agencies. Glance at her
Instagram profile and you could easily confuse Norwood for a genuine
performer. She has also starred in an Al-generated short film. But Hollywood's
most powerful actors union has condemned the creation, along with A-list
stars like Emily Blunt and Whoopi Goldberg. Here's why.

Football Extra newsletter

Get all the latest news, insights and
analysis from the Premier League, every
weekday to your inbox.

Sign up here

MORE BBC NEWSLETTERS

e World of Business: Gain the leading edge with global insights for the
boardroom and beyond, every Wednesday from New York. Sign up.

e The Essential List: The best of the BBC, handpicked by our editors, in your
inbox every Tuesday and Friday. Sign up.

e Football Extra: Get all the latest news, insights and gossip from the Premier
League, weekdays to your inbox. Sign up.

https://view.email.bbc.com/?qs=df966c26659d1242bac9f210696695b53ba144a92e0243ab676a4cc3422afaf86f9641cb3dae33f8f102b832920918... 5/6


https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c55b4a69164546c98c5a7bbd459ee6b86fdca0954c498a7ffdb194a1779e4f85aa078b3c7bce63045441851ce943ae3c82a157ec7b9d31e1b6
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c55b4a69164546c98c5a7bbd459ee6b86fdca0954c498a7ffdb194a1779e4f85aa078b3c7bce63045441851ce943ae3c82a157ec7b9d31e1b6
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5537125f49beb13c87c63ba287ad4d5b47f52b9c9b7c0ba3c9321f050dae7c49d53361314ebafb84424f96b85fefd71bd8aa01f8effd59d10
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5537125f49beb13c87c63ba287ad4d5b47f52b9c9b7c0ba3c9321f050dae7c49d53361314ebafb84424f96b85fefd71bd8aa01f8effd59d10
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5b4c6f6600191ae0582a86c6dca3bfa5403141ecc373dfd8bb89dcc37f3cc31f77ac22365897fd19f2436d6ddfbf292f37bdc934b65b90e98
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5242525cb853f627e005b98c7b8b27095a65b3970a466d7b9029b23aec411c3bfa4a1267f2e48ccb386c8494b4a2b92cae4da6a7cd49ede7e
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5242525cb853f627e005b98c7b8b27095a65b3970a466d7b9029b23aec411c3bfa4a1267f2e48ccb386c8494b4a2b92cae4da6a7cd49ede7e
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5cccdd01d6b33edbba378165bf185b97a687e3a1cef68f7e17cbfd428fc78801cca4fccba18f715ea2d49ea06f7b183fa70578f55c09802ae
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5f75293267b89ecdcf9adf47677725b269755ac50d159673ab5e04f968ae750599d8f8813ee164894c9bc29aff034c717e93a12691c0865e4
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5ba47f80ce6a64a213d35865e8c7ef4d6602b8462ec445ddf02f75128063d1d5a525114744170616a0c69d86b438e85d458ed6e5131b0c9cc
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c50dfa307bb41382eb23b491535f2511f52ef084d3a985b880f04b9c7f83b5d20f436be64ed552294aaa1b01ebbf7b1c4acfaf5ed2295493a3
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=202bde62094995c5537125f49beb13c87c63ba287ad4d5b47f52b9c9b7c0ba3c9321f050dae7c49d53361314ebafb84424f96b85fefd71bd8aa01f8effd59d10

03/10/2025, 17:10 BBC Tech Decoded

Thanks for reading Tech Decoded. We'd love to hear your feedback, good and bad - send it on
to tech.decoded@bbc.com.

If you know anyone who might like this email, please forward it on to them. And if you've been
sent this by a friend or colleague, sign up here so you don't miss an edition. While you're at it,
add techdecoded@email.bbc.com to your contacts list and, if you're on Gmail, pop the email
into your “Primary” tab for uninterrupted service.
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