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Hello. The BBC has signed a landmark deal to produce original programme content for

YouTube. It comes as the video-sharing platform increasingly challenges - and in some cases

overtakes - individual TV networks in terms of overall audience reach. I'll explore what's behind

the trend and where it could go next. Plus, we look at what the sale of TikTok in the US means

for Chinese tech giants and explore Jeff Bezos's plan to take on Starlink. 

 

THE DOWNLOAD

How YouTube became part of our TV diet

YouTube already beats broadcasters like the BBC on some viewing metrics. Credit: Getty Images 

For years it seemed the biggest threat to traditional TV networks was

subscription video-on-demand platforms like Netflix and Disney+. 

But since the pandemic, YouTube has arguably assumed that mantle, as its

global reach surged and it became a fixture not just on our phones but also on
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What US-TikTok deal
means for Chinese tech
A deal to save the app's US operation has

now been finalised, but it underlines the

barriers Chinese firms may face as they try

to expand globally.

Here's why >

our TV sets.

The video-sharing platform already exceeds individual broadcasters such as

the BBC in the UK and ABC in the US for total viewing time across screens of

all kinds, according to research. It's also the most popular video-streaming

site in those countries.

The YouTube app is now pre-installed on most smart TVs which has helped

drive the shift, but the platform's content has also evolved. According to a

report by the UK media regulator last year, half of its top-trending videos now

more closely resemble traditional TV, including long-form interviews and

game shows.

Mark Mulligan of MIDiA Research says the platform's "creators" have come to

the fore and now cater for "every taste, interest and, crucially, age". "Ten years

ago this group did not compete for mainstream broadcast content, now they

do."

The BBC's new deal with YouTube reflects this changing reality. The

corporation will make original programming for the platform for the first

time, spanning entertainment, news, sport and children's shows, with the aim

of reaching a younger, more global audience. 

Traditional broadcast and cable networks are by no means dead, accounting

for 41% of all TV viewing time in the US, according to Nielsen.

But Mulligan believes we are entering an era where the discoverability of

content matters more than where or how you watch it - and YouTube is in a

prime position to exploit the trend. 

The download: The BBC's deal with YouTube may be the shape of things to

come as broadcasters reposition themselves in a changing landscape. 

 

TOP STORIES
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Bezos' firm announces
satellite rival to Starlink
The Amazon founder's company, Blue

Origin, says it will launch more than 5,400

satellites to create a new communications

network.

Read why >

Snap settles social media
addiction lawsuit  
It comes days ahead of a landmark trial in

Los Angeles, with other defendants

including Meta, ByteDance and Alphabet,

none of whom have settled. 

Get the story >

Ubisoft cancels six games
including Prince of Persia 
The French developer, known for popular

games such as Assassin's Creed, has also

closed two studios as it restructures its

business.

Learn more >

Are 'tech dense' farms the
future of farming?
From AI to satellite imagery, farmers are

increasingly turning to tech to help

improve their yields. 

Here's how >

 

26/01/2026, 15:43 BBC Tech Decoded

https://view.email.bbc.com/?vawpToken=GOTUVN2TATIUTC3BFQCIUXXS5I.60257&at_campaign_type=owned&at_medium=emails&at_objectiv… 3/6

https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjdlODdlMDVlLTlmNDctNDJkOC04MzIwLWZjNzkwNzQ1ZGIyZCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiZ2FPakxMaGdQY1FmQUI4TEN3dHI0Zz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Im9RSm04Y3VMQzdXaVl6VTBlcXVidXpnOFgvNEhMbC8yNVJqNG1CYUwraURycWRZSFBKTkZGOWJrWXUvUmlrZm5pVHduNkV3ZHRyMmhUc3lBS01ZOHNEOWUxNzNjdVpHSGdhT2pMTGhnUGNRZkFCOExDd3RyNGc9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJvVTdNZ0NqR1BMQS9YdGU5M0xtUmh3PT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImM4ZTMyMzkyLWRkZGMtNGYxNy1iMGQ0LWJmMmY1Y2Y0NjI2NSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiT09JQXVxOWQ4WkNWWEx3cUNseFlGZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImovcGl5YmYxczg5L2JMNmt4dm1KeVJHbE9WODllOURsNVZnL3BnOXQ0b0Qxd0R1N0VTVXJMTDdmUFMrN0NHZVB2c3dOMndCaGJ2aC9RYnN2VmZvdUtIM1IrUlEwUFZYYk9PSUF1cTlkOFpDVlhMd3FDbHhZRmc9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJmMEc3TDFYNkxpaDkwZmtVTkQxVjJ3PT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjE0MTg4MmU2LWRhZjQtNGJjNy1iOGJkLTE1NWUyNDg1ODhkZCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiaGJKdjBhaWxzZjBpbGQwL1YrYkRZdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IjhJTTB5SHN2Z3V2VVFpUFp2UnNyMGswQmtxWXVCaXdic0Q5VjVtbEJiNERTeGtDSk5JTTJEMDNlRy9ITGlSRlhZMVdRRzhQRXlsUXp2Z1VNZ0g4bkZZZ2FjWm9hWWM3b2hiSnYwYWlsc2YwaWxkMC9WK2JEWXc9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJNNzRGRElCL0p4V0lHbkdhR21ITzZBPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImFjM2Q5ZWMyLWE2ZTItNDZjYS05ZDY5LTIzZWZhYTJmZGY0NyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoieGczTFp2UE1XMGZZRmFsMS9CZ1lGUT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IjZ4RnRXaEtBbFVKeDNvZjBnOUQzWVMxbGtGNG5MVDhOaVlaRWF5aHVEd1M2REo3clNzNC9udi9NYUF3cjkyNExEd213ejdWMXE1eXpKUTFkVUJHQWdvVVJjTUlrWDBJbHhnM0xadlBNVzBmWUZhbDEvQmdZRlE9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJzeVVOWFZBUmdJS0ZFWERDSkY5Q0pRPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjUzYjY0YmUzLTY5MmUtNDg3Ni1iOTQwLWZlNmUyMTNiN2ZlNSIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2Ijoic0FpWEdyOHB6RG9nQzJCaWdjckVjUT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IndLTTdBV2lsc2xBaVd3WFpBbUpxMWVkMHVlNW4wRWx3bTNJcmN1dzBiTUpkWVY5MlA4V1dWL2hNVlZzMnN1ZlNaWm5RYUxaUjB6VTYzaFdYNHFLWFR0c01Cd0ZqeWZWT3NBaVhHcjhwekRvZ0MyQmlnY3JFY1E9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJPdDRWbCtLaWwwN2JEQWNCWThuMVRnPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjlhMmY3NTkyLWY4NDktNDdhNS05YmI4LThkNzQ1Y2Q4YTQ5MyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiMU5SMFZmUmZEM1VoWEVLYnBlK29xQT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6ImFMeEVwQWZKVE85OEZ0MGJkdHdycGJjSk5wZGRCMjFOUHB1cWdybG9WbENsdVI2RVN5U0RRV1A1RmptSW4yUjdzb2IzeVNsdkpYVDRJRWpyOWdlZzdWNmNxVnBHNWtBWDFOUjBWZlJmRDNVaFhFS2JwZStvcUE9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiIrQ0JJNi9ZSG9PMWVuS2xhUnVaQUZ3PT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjI5MTUzZGEzLTYyMGEtNGEzZS04ZjczLTQzZDAwNGE3MTZiMCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoickYxY2xwQ0QxbE1IWE9PL3ptekVBUT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6InN5SzFRL25veFU2SlN1cmlyZHJORTd2WDJNUmx6VlRnQndDc0VXSGEyRGo2aXdsMWx0ZFZxeDNWNjJuMVhKTERoVmlNWGozNkJHNlVURGpFdy9lKzdwUm1JSFcrb0h0cHJGMWNscENEMWxNSFhPTy96bXpFQVE9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJsRXc0eE1QM3Z1NlVaaUIxdnFCN2FRPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjNhNTMyN2JmLTM5MmMtNDBhNC1hM2QyLTcyNTg3ZGExYWY1OCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiRVJ3cjMxamhyMjR1U1F4b3prK1k3UT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IkJ6b215OWVLQU5OaG5vQVVta0YwZmFHUWVqQWdsZUY1ajBwZXlDMjJ5ZkZudy9tb29VbkRjZE14UWhLQWlOalF6Z20wNGI1eUQvbUtIalVlamVZUlhCZmhrZ3F2dllHakVSd3IzMWpocjI0dVNReG96aytZN1E9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJpaDQxSG8zbUVWd1g0WklLcjcyQm93PT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjVlMWUzYmY3LWJkMjEtNDU2NS04N2RlLTI0MWIxNGM4MWMyYiIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiVlVKeFRndlM3MHUvWGxmRjZoNWIrZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IldJSlg1RDVZT0hlTW1YR0FURVdQeXpWN0JyS2RoSW1nWGRyZkllS0JuRkZUYzFYaDg1NHZNb0pScU9hQlJhaXk2Zm1sVzBEd05JV05mL2Y3cklpbStxbmFVSWRMVXZiUlZVSnhUZ3ZTNzB1L1hsZkY2aDViK2c9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJqWC8zKzZ5SXB2cXAybENIUzFMMjBRPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjVlMWUzYmY3LWJkMjEtNDU2NS04N2RlLTI0MWIxNGM4MWMyYiIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiVlVKeFRndlM3MHUvWGxmRjZoNWIrZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IldJSlg1RDVZT0hlTW1YR0FURVdQeXpWN0JyS2RoSW1nWGRyZkllS0JuRkZUYzFYaDg1NHZNb0pScU9hQlJhaXk2Zm1sVzBEd05JV05mL2Y3cklpbStxbmFVSWRMVXZiUlZVSnhUZ3ZTNzB1L1hsZkY2aDViK2c9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJqWC8zKzZ5SXB2cXAybENIUzFMMjBRPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6ImVhZTY3OWM4LWI4N2MtNGYwYy1hMTBiLTZlMmQ1OGVmZmUyOCIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiNlJSY0d4NzhFaEM1endrZDBTSnlwdz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6Ikg3NUlBUWFJSlF2QXUxdjUyTFVlNVRxdUFJUVoxSm9TNDMyMVVhRFZSWjE1R2FJd3Zadkc3L3N6aDBEQzMvR3BkeXJOeDFvOFg2bzVvU0dGN2xremxOdVFmQWlybFF2MjZSUmNHeDc4RWhDNXp3a2QwU0p5cHc9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiJPYUVoaGU1Wk01VGJrSHdJcTVVTDlnPT0ifQ%3D%3D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjNkYWVlZDZlLTBhZDAtNGZjYy1hN2RjLTNmYjdkZDg1NmEyYyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoidGV0UjNCTmJIdnl4WFovelRKZlRUZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IkNEZmFMNFRuKzFldCtPTENaRmNUTWM2WTBzeGRjMllFVnAxMEZ1TUp5Nm1NR1hNSUNBdW4xekdpWWErWGJoSkFwdUMvY25FQWdQdmpSTzQyNk0wb1ltV29ySTJvNEVqTHRldFIzQk5iSHZ5eFhaL3pUSmZUVGc9PSIsImF1dGhUYWciOiI0MFR1TnVqTktHSmxxS3lOcU9CSXl3PT0ifQ%3D%3D


How would a social media
ban for under-16s work?
The UK is considering such a law,

following in Australia's footsteps. Zoe

Kleinman takes a closer look. 

Watch here

SOMETHING DIFFERENT

What AI can teach us about listening

Some say AI chatbots are less likely to interrupt you than humans. Credit: Estudio Santa Rita

According to some studies, AI chatbots are rated as better "listeners" than

humans because they give more understanding and caring responses when

asked for advice. It isn't because large language models are genuinely more

compassionate, writes Emily Kasriel, but rather a sobering indictment of how

rarely we listen in a non-judgmental way. So what can AI teach us about

better listening ?

 

VIDEO PICK

 

And finally...

This week, Russian cosmonaut Sergey Kud-Sverchkov captured breathtaking

views of the Northern Lights over Earth, seen from the International Space
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Live Well For Longer
Boost your brain, diet, fitness, sleep and

more in a six-part health course, delivered

weekly to your inbox.

Sign up here

Thanks for reading Tech Decoded. We'd love to hear your feedback, good and bad – send it on

to tech.decoded@bbc.com. 

If you know anyone who might like this email, please forward it on to them. And if you've been

sent this by a friend or colleague,  sign up here so you don't miss an edition. While you're at it,

Station. It came during one of the most powerful solar storms in more than 20

years, according to the National Weather Service's Space Weather Prediction

Center. Watch the footage. 
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add techdecoded@email.bbc.com to your contacts list and, if you're on Gmail, pop the email

into your “Primary” tab for uninterrupted service. 
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