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Hello. Ahead of the UK prime minister's state visit to China this week, a surprising detail about

his security arrangements made headlines. Sir Keir Starmer's team had been issued with

burner phones, temporary SIM cards and throwaway laptops rather than their usual computers,

to limit the likelihood of being bugged during the trip. It sounded extreme, but was it really? I

spoke to an expert to find out. We also look at Apple's record iPhone sales, Tesla's shift to

robots, and try on a wearable exoskeleton for size.

 

THE DOWNLOAD

Spy tech in the spotlight during China trip

Sir Keir Starmer met President Xi Jinping this week in Beijing. Credit: Getty Images

There are growing concerns about Chinese espionage in the UK, so it's not

surprising that tough security measures were imposed during Sir Keir's state

visit to Beijing.
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So cautious was his team that they reportedly used temporary email

addresses and notepads and pens in the absence of electronic devices.

The UK delegation will have been trying to avoid several risks, says Joe

Jarnecki, a research fellow at the Royal United Services Institute (RUSI), a

defence and security think tank.

One would be a hacker physically getting hold of a device, making it easier for

them to steal data or install spyware. 

Others could be attacks "over the air" through bluetooth or wi-fi, or even via

devices plugged into power sockets. "As our phones have become more

capable and connected their attack surface has increased," Jarnecki said.

China has form when it comes to intercepting foreign leaders'

communications. In 2024, the phones of President-elect Donald Trump and

Vice-President-elect JD Vance were targeted during a major hack of US

telecoms companies and government agencies, according to US officials.

Yet Western countries have also been accused of such tactics. The US

National Security Agency allegedly bugged German chancellor Angela

Merkel's phone between 2002 and 2013. 

And in 2002, a Boeing 767 jet manufactured in the US for former Chinese

premier Jiang Zemin was reportedly found to contain at least 27 spying

devices.

Such incidents are "largely treated as an acceptable part of international

relations" and rarely lead to diplomatic spats, says Jarnecki.

"The precautions taken by Sir Keir's team are standard practice for ministers

visiting a country where their devices might be compromised," he told me. "I

would fully expect the Chinese to take similar provisions were they to come to

the UK."

The download: The UK's cautious approach in China may have made

headlines, but it won't have surprised intelligence experts. 

 

TOP STORIES

27/04/2026, 21:56 BBC Tech Decoded

https://view.email.bbc.com/?vawpToken=U7YVXOLMJR3EPG2MG4U42SYDPU.60260&at_campaign_type=owned&at_medium=emails&at_objec… 2/6

https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTl9AAYAAAAAAEaO9Wtu-d05OtCjNxyhZTxw2Mr3_7xMvdjYOP_roBI28YEja6e4Xoet8LriE2Be7JHDWkZpC9Lo3PNZoznEMgzE_n0NOtPCLVxGncKY
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTl9AAYAAAAAAEaO9WtvhHvlsUyXuup2MfSAmaU0xIK2dOtlDzRnQKYe3_PF7GszfIDrjNa3s9p9LcPedFtQa2pDsCBBHIoT3qeGHdK_MTEJv4uFU89D
https://click.email.bbc.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTl9AAYAAAAAAEaO9WtvhHvlsUyXuup2MfSAmaU0xIK2dOtlDzRnQKYe3_PF7GszfIDrjNa3s9p9LcPedFtQa2pDsCBBHIoT3qeGHdK_MTEJv4uFU89D


Apple reports best-ever
iPhone sales 
The new range of iPhone 17s helped boost

quarterly revenue, but demand for laptops

and smartwatches fell.

Get the story >

Meta to nearly double AI
spending
The Facebook-owner expects to spend up

to $135bn this year, despite warnings of a

potential bubble in the industry.

Read more >

Tesla cuts car models in
shift to robots and AI
The firm will end production of its Model S

and Model X vehicles as it focuses on its

line of humanoid robots.

Here's why >

Iran's internet is returning
- but not for everyone
Three weeks into one of the most extreme

internet shutdowns in history, some people

are starting to get back online - but access

seems to be tightly controlled.

Learn more >

Pornhub to restrict access
for UK users
The adult website blamed tougher age

checks which have been introduced for

explicit sites.

Read why >
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Grammys boss 'dreads' a
future dominated by AI
Panos A Panay said he hoped artificially

generated content would not be allowed to

take over the music industry. 

Listen here

How AI helps blind people 'see' the world

Milagros Costabel uses an AI-powered app each morning as a kind of audible mirror. Credit: Serenity Strull/ BBC

A new wave of AI apps is helping blind people access visual feedback about

their bodies. Through image recognition and intelligent processing, these

tools can provide detailed information about the world they inhabit - not only

describing a scene, but also offering critical feedback, comparisons and

advice. Milagros Costabel explains how it works. 

 

PODCAST PICK

 

And finally...

The Hypershell X Ultra is a wearable exoskeleton designed to enhance hiking,

running and cycling by reducing fatigue. But does it work? Tech Now's

Alasdair Keane strapped one on to find out - watch him here. 
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Live Well For Longer
Boost your brain, diet, fitness, sleep and

more in a six-part health course, delivered

weekly to your inbox.

Sign up here

Thanks for reading Tech Decoded. We'd love to hear your feedback, good and bad – send it on

to tech.decoded@bbc.com. 

If you know anyone who might like this email, please forward it on to them. And if you've been

sent this by a friend or colleague, sign up here so you don't miss an edition. While you're at it,

add techdecoded@email.bbc.com to your contacts list and, if you're on Gmail, pop the email

into your “Primary” tab for uninterrupted service. 
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World of Business: Gain the leading edge with global insights for the

boardroom and beyond, every Wednesday from New York. Sign up.

News Briefing: News and expert analysis for every schedule. Get morning

and evening editions of our flagship newsletter. Sign up.

The Essential List: The best of the BBC, handpicked by our editors, delivered

straight to your inbox every Tuesday and Friday. Sign up.
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